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A visitor to the local high school in late March would normally find boys and 

girls engaged in track and field, baseball, softball and lacrosse practices. Inside the 

building, some students would be involved with speech or debate activities. 

Unfortunately, this is not a normal year – far from it.  

 Spring sports playing fields are empty. High school sports and activities, 

with more than 12 million participants, are on pause, and high school athletes, 

coaches, athletic directors, parents and other fans are trying to determine when 

these programs will return.   

 The ever-changing news we are receiving almost on an hourly basis is more 

than one can comprehend as we all deal with this global health crisis. Each day, 



with the spread of the Coronavirus, we try to determine what has changed since 

the day before. Can we go to work? Can we leave our house to go to the store?  

 Like every other activity in our nation, high school sports and activity 

programs are on hold. With all schools closed for varying amounts of time – some 

to the end of the academic year – millions of participants in spring sports and 

activities are on the sidelines awaiting the green light for competition to resume.  

 In past years, our member state associations and the 19,500 high schools 

across the country have had to postpone or cancel events for short periods of 

time due to weather or other factors, but this is unprecedented. The reality is that 

spring sports may never occur in some states – particularly those where schools 

are closed for the academic year. And this would be doubly disappointing in those 

states that were not able to conduct or complete state basketball championships.  

 The possibility of losing spring sports is particularly disappointing for 

graduating seniors. While everyone is affected by this health crisis and has their 

own issues to confront, it is important for everyone involved in high school 

activity programs to salute those seniors – boys and girls in sports and activities 

programs who have sacrificed for 3½ years but may not be able to reach the finish 

line.  

 While they may miss some of the final games and events, the benefits of 

being involved in these programs will carry them for a lifetime. The early-morning 

practices, offseason workouts and late-night studying after a day of activities will 

undoubtedly make them stronger and more dedicated in their future professions.  

 We thank all high school athletes and performing arts participants for the 

great memories – especially those who may not be able to complete their races or 

sing in the music ensemble this year. While some will have more competitive 



opportunities in sports and activities, for others that continued involvement may 

be in the form of coaching or officiating, but the impact of involvement in these 

programs will last a lifetime.   

There have been times in the past when high school sports and performing 

arts helped individuals in communities through difficult times – events like 

weather-related disasters or school shootings as examples. We believe that these 

programs will play an even larger role once the Coronavirus pandemic subsides 

and we are able to return to normalcy.  

 Why? Because after our days, weeks and perhaps months of social 

distancing, teamwork will help us all come back together, and there is no better 

demonstration of teamwork than education-based high school sports and activity 

programs.  

 We all anxiously await the day when the whistles blow and the curtains rise 

again.    
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